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August 6, 2001. Enclosed for the Examiner's information are copies of the references and the 
International Search Report. 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned attorney hereby certifies that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application as indicated above, not more than three months prior to the filing 
of this Statement. 

No representation is made that a reference is "prior art" within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. 
§§ 102 and 103 and Applicants reserve the right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .131 or otherwise, to 
establish that the reference(s) are not "prior art." Moreover, Applicants do not represent that a 



reference has been thoroughly reviewed or that any relevance of any portion of a reference is 
intended. 

PETITION 

Consideration of the items listed is respectfully requested. Pursuant to the provisions of 
M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested that the Examiner return a copy of the attached Form 1449, marked 
as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the undersigned with the next official 
communication. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
(612)332-5300 



II ^ Mark T. Skooe 



Mark T. Skoog 
Reg. No.: 40,178 
MTS:PSTtdm 





23552 



2 



Date Mailed:'' September (p , 2001 



Sheet 1 of 1 



Docket Number: 
12818.1USU1 


Application Number: 
09/750,857 


AoDlicant: DOYLE ETAL. 


Filing Date: 12/29/2000 


Group Art Unit: 2872 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NO. 



WO 97/28257 



WO 98/00528 



WO 98/26807 



WO 99/14312 



WO 99/23887 



WO 99/33957 



DATE 



11/21/1996 



08/07/1997 



01/08/1998 



06/25/1998 



05/20/1999 



07/08/1999 



COUNTRY 



PCT 



PCT 



PCT 



PCT 



PCT 



PCT 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author. Title. Date. Pertinent Pages. Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 




23552 

PATBKT TRADEMARK OmCE 



EXAMINER' Initial refe^nce considered, whether or not citallon is in ccnfom,ance v«th MPEP 609; draw line through citatl 
!^r:.^ ^nside?ed Indude^py of th'. form for nex t con.munica«on to the AppLcant. ^ ^ 

,„ni^9> Patent and TrademarK CWk*; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

■Substitute Disclosure Statement Fornn (PTO-1443) 



